
Read Write Inc. Parent Information  

 

Introduction 

 

Read Write Inc. Phonics is a literacy programme developed by Ruth Miskin. 

The aim is to teach every child to read and write.  

 

The programme is systematic and encourages children to make connections. For 

example, children connect sounds with mnemonic pictures. Staff are trained to 

teach the programme to a high standard.  

 

Progression 

 

The sounds are taught in sets: 

 

Set 1 m a s d t i n p g o c k u b f e l h sh r j v y w th z ch qu x ng nk 

Set 2 ay ee igh ow (blow the snow) oo (poo at the zoo) oo (look at a 

book) ar or air ir ou oy  

Set 3 ea oi a-e i-e o-e u-e aw are (share and care) ur er ow (brown 

cow) ai oa (goat in a boat) ew (chew the stew) ire ear ure tious 

cious tion e (he me we she be) 

 

    
 

The order of storybooks and non-fiction books is as follows: 

 

Red ditty 

Green  

Purple 

Pink 

Orange 

Yellow 

Blue 

Grey 

 

Books are read three times to develop accuracy, fluency and comprehension. 

Writing activities are linked to these texts. 

 



Terminology  

Green words  

Green words are words that can be broken down into sounds, and then sounds 

can be blended together, for example sh-o-p…shop. These words are decodable.  

Red words  

Red words are not easily decodable. These are taught explicitly, and are words 

that children are encouraged to read on sight, for example ‘the’.  

Fred Talk  

Fred is a frog that can only talk in sounds. He encourages children to sound out 

words, for example h-a-t…hat.  

 

Fred Fingers 

Fred Fingers are used for spelling. Children sound out the word they are 

spelling and put up the correct amount of fingers for the word. For example, ch-

air has 2 sounds, so 2 fingers are held up. Children pinch each sound on their 

fingers before writing the word. 

Organisation  

Children are assessed every half term, or sooner, and grouped according to their 

progress. Children are well supported as they are taught in small groups by 

teachers and teaching assistants.  

 

Helpful websites 

 

Ruth Miskin website for video tutorials: https://ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-

more/parents/   

 

Oxford Owl for free eBooks: https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

 

ICT games for phonics activities: http://ictgames.com/literacy.html  

 

Phonics Play for phonics games: https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk  
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